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summer of LSh9 about ten single-engine AWAnes were stationed ot the 
i LeesLed fake of the railroad\static n,  Twin-engine aircraft taking 


es tre Ptlole with cargo cliders in tow were also seen. Individual 
d eel paracimte be mos were made. trom twin-eny ine planes. The ‘airfield 
person was quartere a in tents. - s 
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An old hanger, 25x80 meters, with a capacity of five biplanes, a 
so~called F Z 0 school consisting of two prefabricated buildings 
20200 meters each and similar to former German Reichsarbeitsdienst 
(Reich Labor service) huts; anc a concrete aircraft parking site 
102x200 meters: were availavike at the field, 


The F 20 sch6ol buildings, which had been constructed in 1LS/L9OLS, 
wece occupied by about 250 men from ‘pril te September 191,9. The 
stidents of the school, 16 to 17-year old apprentices, were being 
given premilitary training... According to some of the trainees, in~- 
struction atthe school was given in two crouzs; one croup of about 
100 men was pilot and parachute trainees and flight mechanics wear- 
inc uniforms of various brdthes of service, while the other group 
consisted of about 150 Georgian objectors who were conscripted for 
5 years for this type of work or another type. They dressed alike, 
he’ no military insignia, performed no military duties, but were under 
militery conmand, go 


‘ parachute training are&é bordered on the northeast of the airfield, 
During the summer months up to 200 parachute jumps over this area 
were made daily from biplanes. The perachutes were of different colors. 


_ “hile about 25 biplanes were normally stationed at the field, this 


nunber increased to 60 te 70 during the summer... From time to time 
twin-engine planes arrived from an airfield located to the northeast 
and dropped three parachutists each, who were later trucked back to 
their home field. 


Other Ps said that there was a large and modern airfield beyond a ridgz 
of hilis about km to the northeast of the field. This field, which was 
saic to be heavily occupied, had concrete taxivays, larce hanrars and 
other buildings. . ee é 


4n assenbly hall avout 15x20 meters and a masonry building, about 15x50 
meters, occupied by pilot students were located on the southern edge of 
the field, which bordered on a tank training area to the north, 


Fifteen to 25 biplanes were stationed at the field, which allegedly was 
occupied by a civilian pilot school. The 0 to 5O student pilots, who 
were instructed by officers, wore uniforms and practiced take-offs and 
lardines. 


About 15 biplanes and two commercial planes were stationed at the field, 
which was used mainly for the training of parachutists and for take-offs 
and larndin.s. Individual parachute jumps from biplanes, and group jumps 
by up to ten men from four-engine aircraft which approached the field 
fron the direction of Tiflis without landing at the field, were seen, 
The jumos were made only in good weather from altitudes of GO te 1,000 
meters. Lost of the parachutists used double parachutes, of which the 
maller one was blue and opened first vitile the second largest one, which 
was rec, opened a short tine later. The parachutists jumpins from the 
Poureerscine erart fro: side coors used only one parachute which opened 
imacdiately after ie soldiers had lefL the pane, 


- = 


: | 25X11 


rb. Ade cs00s70009-3 


ee os 


25X1 


aoe 
’ four cuns of sbout 38am caliber. Firing at sleeves towed by four=- 


13> 


Us. 


et 


“fT 
doe 


Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006800570009-3 


NFIDENTIAL. 


CENTRAL INTELLI 


camer [ | 8x1 


AA con emplacements in the southern part of the field were occupied by 


engine aircraft was frequently practiced. % 
The airfield located just northeast of the railroad line had a small 
hargar and was occupied by 10 to 20 biplanes, which were used prinarily 
for parachute training. biplanes of the same type approaching from 
the direction of Tbilisi (Tiflis) dropped parachutists over the field 
daily. Most of the arachutists were wonen 17 to 30 years of age and 
weering army uniforms. They were armed with submachine guns and hand 
grenades. - After lending, the parachntists, who were amarently being 
trzined for partisan fighting, occupied trenches ZJrom which they ad- 
vareed toward the road and railroad line to the south. At least 100 
parachutists jumped every day from an altitude of 250 to 500 meters. 


Daring the summer months tank units cooperating with infantry and 


artillery units held exercises near the field at least once a week. 
Freon 50 to 100 aircraft of various types, nostly twin-engine bombers 
anc’ single-engine fighters used to participate in these exercises. 


‘he airfield east of nustavi had a small hangar and two or tloree large 
puildin s. Three or four biplanes which were used for the Cropping of 
paraclutists jumping with single and double paruichutes from an altitude 
of OO to S00 meters, were permanently stationed at the field, Air force 
soldiers wearing light blue collar patches, and civilians, including 
wonen, who were trucked to the airfield were continualiy seen at the 
field. 


LAnnex: Location Sketch of the. Rustavi lirfield. 
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